UTAH BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
VERIFICATION OF UNUSUAL SIGHT RECORD FOR UTAH
(Please fill in the information using your word processor 
and then email a copy as an attachment to records@utahbirds.org)

COMMON NAME:
Dusky-capped Flycatcher

SCIENTIFIC NAME:
Myiarchus tuberculifer

DATE:
April 23, 2022

TIME:
9:03 am

LENGTH OF TIME OBSERVED:
At least 18 minutes

NUMBER:
One

AGE:
Unknown

SEX:
Unknown

LOCATION:
Lytle Ranch Preserve

COUNTY:
Washington

LATILONG:
37.149701, -114.018199

ELEVATION:
~2,820 feet above sea level

DISTANCE TO BIRD:
Photos as close as ~15 feet to ~40 feet.  First sound recording ~105 feet

OPTICS USED:
Lisa Thompson-Swarovski binoculars EL 8.5x42; Sony camera A7R3 with Sony lens 200-600 G f5.6-6.3.  John Neill-Swarovski binoculars SLC 8x30 WB.

WEATHER:
Sunny during observation but probably partly cloudy. Wind none to light. Temperature estimated to be near 50 degrees Fahrenheit [Temperature was 47 at 8:52 am and 51 at 9:52 am at BADGER SPRING, UT (RAWS - SLC)  Elev: 3990 ft; Lat/Lon: 37.150667/-113.954]

LIGHT CONDITIONS: 
Observations were made in the open under sunny conditions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF BIRD: 
First identified by “wheer” call. Merlin Sound ID suggested a possible dusky-capped flycatcher.  At first sight we saw an obvious Myiarchus flycatcher with yellow belly; slightly dingy white upper chest and neck; brown head, back, wings, and tail; rufous edges on the secondaries; and a medium-sized, dark bill.  It was quite approachable, so Lisa took a bunch of photos, and we both took sound recordings. We don’t have much experience with Myiarchus flycatchers, but compared to the numerous ash-throated flycatchers at Lytle Ranch Preserve, the belly seemed much brighter yellow and the tail was brown and seemed to lack any rufous tones on the top of the tail and on the underside of the tail. Comparing the Myiarchus flycatcher with images in The Sibley Guide to Birds first edition, the head and face did seem to have an even shade of brown and the rufous on the secondaries was reduced compared to ash-throated and brown-crested flycatchers that are known to the area. The wing bars appeared faint, but we didn’t have another Myiarchus species nearby to compare.

SONG OR CALL AND METHOD OF DELIVERY:
It only repeated the “wheer” call every so often from a perch, sometimes repeating within a few seconds to more than 25 seconds in one of our recordings.  It was constantly looking for flying insects and would call while doing so with a slight opening of the bill.

BEHAVIOR:
The Myiarchus flycatcher was occasionally making the “wheer" call while looking and sallying for flying insects from a high perch on the vegetation.  Perches would shift after catching a flying insect, and it would land on another perch close to where the insect was caught.  It was often approaching or distancing itself from us based on where the insects were caught.

HABITAT:
Mojave desert adjacent to Beaver Dam Wash.  The Myiarchus flycatcher was about 105 feet east and about 10-15 feet in elevation from a dirt road on the eastern edge of Beaver Dam Wash.  It was found in a patch of creosote bushes with tall deciduous trees (some were cottonwoods) between the creosote patch and the dirt road.  Further east was typical vegetation for the area including Joshua trees.  Further to the west was the actual wash with a small creek.  There was a stock pond with some turbid water in it about 260 feet north of the flycatcher.
 SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW WERE THEY ELIMINATED:
Distinguished from the common ash-throated flycatcher based on the relatively bright yellow belly of the dusky-capped flycatcher and its general lack of rufous tones on both sides of the tail and secondaries.  The ash-throated flycatcher also has more color variation in face according to the Sibley Guide, more prominent wing-bars and tertial edges.  The less common brown-crested flycatcher has a brighter yellow belly like the dusky-capped flycatcher, but it shows much more rufous on the secondaries and tail, which the dusky-capped flycatcher didn’t have.  After our observation and upon doing a comparison of all call types of these three Myiarchus species using the Merlin Bird ID app on our phones, only dusky-capped flycatcher had a similar call. 
 PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SPECIES:
None with dusky-capped and brown-crested flycatchers.  John Neill has had occasional experience with ash-throated flycatchers while on vacation in southern Utah, mostly by sound recognition of calls and song.	
 REFERENCES CONSULTED:
Merlin Bird ID app on our iPhones.  We each used the Sound ID feature to identify the call as that from a dusky-capped flycatcher.  The app was also used to quietly play the app’s catalog of calls from the dusky-capped flycatcher to confirm the ID.  The calls of the other Myiarchus species were played on the app after our observation.  We had the The Sibley Guide to Birds first edition in hand at the time of visual identification.

DESCRIPTION FROM (notes, memory, photos etc.):
Description from note made two days later while filling out an eBird checklist and from memory.


OBSERVER:
Lisa Thompson (photos and three recordings) and John Neill (two recordings and drafted sight record)

ADDRESS:
John Neill
1052 Roosevelt Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
Neilljc@yahoo.com

PERMISSION: I GIVE MY PERMISSION TO POST THIS SIGHTING RECORD ON THE INTERNET (yes / no):
Yes

DATE PREPARED:
Started on 4/27/2022 and completed first draft on 4/28/2022.  Submitted on 5/3/2022 after some minor edits.
 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (photo, tape, drawing, other – please email as attachment to address below):

EMAIL THIS FORM  (as an attachment) TO:	  records@utahbirds.org

By submitting this information, I agree that all material submitted, relating to this record  will become  the  property of the Utah Bird Records Committee unless otherwise requested (see “Permission” above).  The Committee will review and evaluate all materials submitted, retain all materials in its archives and display it on its internet pages which are open to the public, publish its findings in the "Utah Birds,"  Journal, on the internet or in any other appropriate publication, and make the Committee Comments available to any interested party upon request.
