SUBMIT REPORT TO:

UTAH FIELG ORNITHOLOGISTS

UTAH BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE.

Latilong Record type

FOR UTAH BIRD RECORDS CODING ONLY.

“SerfaT No. %4'()' 8

Habitat Disposition

Cx Nos.

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher
Polioptila melanura

Obs. date 6-26-84Time(s) 4:00 PM
Duration of obs. about 1 minute.

Common Name

Scientific Name

Weather at time of this observation.

C}%ar and hot. Rained: later in the
affernoon.

Distance from bird__20~30 feet

excellent--no.clouds
7’ x 50 bincculars

iLight conditions

;Gptical equip.

Prior weather and number of days since change
Clear. Six months since last precip.
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Locality

Photo equip. " none @ L Ak i R About mile soith of I.ytle s Ranch “;-g{',
| - T on the Beaver Dam Wash, Washington
iNotes made at time of sighting__ Date report prepared Count: "
| . A i
iNotes made Tater from memory _x 7=2=84
Enter number of birds GENDER(S) AGES(S) PLUMAGE(S) PHOTO(S)
Hi pach Sategiry. Males X Adults___ X Breeding_* Transition Avaliable
Total number observed. Females Juv/Imms Eclipse Dark phase Enclased
¢ or Imms . 2/3 yr birds___ Winter Light ph.
one Unknowns Unknowns Other

Description of bird: Size, colors, all field marks OBSERVED. - Unique features of this individual, if any.

The bird was small (4-5 inches long), gray on back, white below with a black ecap.

It had a tiny white eye-ring. ...

The tail was all black except the outer tail feathers which were white the full length
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The nest was empty.
ranchhouse.

marks.

Received a call aboutr 2% weeks before this sighting from Dr. Bob Bond informing me that
he had observed a male and a2 female of this species building 2 nest in the Beaver Dam
Wash area and gave me directions on how to find the tree.
about two rolls of film which would be verification of a state record.
at the loeation he had described I found what may have been the nest in terms of the
description of the the exact location in the mesquite tree he had given, but no birds.
After walking around the immediate vicinity and not seeing or hear- ..
ing-it,. I resorted to the taped record:mg as I walked north along the road toward Iytle's .
About half way between the-cattleguard and the ‘corrals where I had parked: 7=z
the gnateatcher responded to the. c¢zll. <I was than able to see all the salient field- .
Later on in the afternoom I went-to Welcome Spring and saw two Blue-gray Gnat- ‘
catcher$ which provided good' comparisons in terms of call notes and fieldmarks,
habitat the two species were in was quite different——low desert scrub and desert' wash
for the Black-tailed;,. and live oak, pinion-juniper habitat for the Blue=gray.
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Field marks which were not seen. Why not? Variations from expected field marks.

none i none

List 51m11ar spec1es and descrtbe why or how yeu e11m1nated them.

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher--Tall has mich more white in it, lighter cap and ths vﬁice was
very different from the species I observed. -

Black-Capped Gnatcatcher--Mach more white in tail; also a2 bit out of range since it
s . o - enters No. America only invsoutheastern Arizona.
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Behavior of this btrd. Gther spec1es seen w1th thIS one, Any 1nteract1on between b1rds¢

IS

Responde& to taped calls (from hatl Geographic record) by flittlng through the mesquite.
It would stop near the top of a bush, fan its tail as it was held straight down facing
me and give a call similar to that on the tape. No other interaction between birds was
observed, It disappeared into the brush after about a minute.

Habitat at this 1ocat1on-J Adjacent or near by hab1tat, 1f s1gn1f1cant-

Mesaulte and desert shrub; rlparian,nearby-
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What is your experience with this or similar birds?

‘h

Corroborating observers not reporting separately.

First time with this one--many obserwvations

Print Name Signature

of the Blue-grzy Gnatcatcher
Print Name Signature
Print Name _ Signature
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